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Blackboard Version 8.0 Upgrade

MATC is upgrading to Blackboard Version 8.0. The upgrade will be occurring in August, in
time for the Fall Semester.

Why the upgrade?

We’re upgrading to improve our Learning Management System. Version 8.0 has significant
improvements in the following features:

e Grade Center (Replacing the Gradebook)

e Scholar (Social networking that allows users to save, categorize, and share
bookmarked web pages)

e Safe-Assign (Checks submitted assignments for plagiarism)

See the attached brochure from Blackboard for more details on these features. Or check out
their website at: http://www.blackboard.com/.

What’s the implementation plan?

A cross-function team has been working on the project for some time. The Center for
Excellence in Teaching & Learning (CETL), along with select Blackboard mentors are
already using a test system of Version 8.0 to check on functionality and develop training.
Teams within Infrastructure have been acquiring servers, getting the data ready for transfer
and setting everything up. On Wednesday, August 13, the upgrade will take place and
the system will be down for that day. After that, the system will be up and running and
accessible.

What’s the impact on me?

The biggest change will be in Grade Center; an almost total overhaul of the Gradebook
feature. Grade Center will be easier to use, while allowing increased flexibility in setting up
grading in your course. This includes a new tool bar, the ability to create and print reports,
editing directly on the spreadsheet, customized views and displays, and the ability to create
grading schema that allow multiple grading scales.
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This means for most, the biggest impact will be getting training on the new features and
functions. To provide that training, CETL will be offering the following:

e Various Blackboard Version 8.0 Upgrade sessions during August Convocation
0 Check Convocation Schedule for specific sessions and times

e Blackboard 8 Grade Center Training
0 September 24, 2008
0 October 8, 2008
0 January 29, 2009
o April 24, 2009

e Blackboard 8 Scholar Training
o November 7, 2008

e Blackboard 8 Safe-Assign Training
0 September 8, 2008
o October 14, 2008

Watch for specific times and locations in upcoming announcements or check the CETL
website at: http://matcmadison.edu/cetl/.

Also, as always, CETL and Blackboard Mentors will be available to provide additional
training support as needed.

No computer upgrade goes smoothly...what happens if all the stuff I’ve uploaded on my
Blackboard site disappears?

The upgrade is pretty straight forward and no problems are anticipated. But to be on the safe
side the old Blackboard system will be archived and saved until January 2009. This will
allow instructors and staff to ensure all content has been successfully transferred.

As we approach the upgrade date of August 13, we’ll be getting more information to include
help procedures and details on how to get support from CETL and Mentors.

In the meantime, if you’ve any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact me at
cplain@matcmadison.edu or phone (608) 246-6732.







